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Training 

Module 57, SEVESO / COMAH Regulations 
Determine whether your site is in scope of the Directive, 
understand compliance duties for lower tier sites, and get 
an outline of upper tier duties 

For dates and venues, please visit: CHCS Training
 
 
This module will help you determine if you are in scope of Directive 
2012/18/EU on the Control of major-accident hazards involving 
dangerous substances, otherwise known as the SEVESO III Directive 
and the UK COMAH 2015 Regulations transposing the Directive. It 
will also cover the main duties for lower tier establishments and 
outline the main duties for upper tier sites.  
 
The SEVESO I Directive arose from a major accident in Seveso, Italy in 
1976 and was implemented across the EU as a Directive (Directive 
82/501/EEC) to prevent major-accident hazards. Each EU Member 
State is required to transpose the Directive into national legislation. 
The UK introduced the Directive as the “Control of Major Accident 
Hazards (COMAH) Regulations” in 1999. The SEVESO Directive has 
been revised twice, with the latest SEVESO III Directive implemented 
in the UK as the COMAH 2015 Regulations with effect from 1 June 
2015. 
 
Who Should Attend? 
This module is aimed at those with responsibility for SEVESO/UK 
COMAH-related activities, pre-COMAH sites and those organisations 
coming into scope. It will also appeal to organisations already in scope, 
providing detailed information on lower tier duties, serving as a 
refresher course. The Module will explain how to apply the 
classification rules to dangerous substance inventories to determine 
whether in scope.  It will also cover the main duties for lower tier sites 
in detail, outline upper tier duties and the responsibilities of competent 
authorities. 
 
Benefits Of Attending 
Attending this Module will ensure that you understand the legal duties 
that apply to your establishment and how to comply with these. The 
most important aspect of this training is that it will help you to identify 
and manage the major accident hazard risks within the establishment. 
It will help you to take preventive as well as mitigative measures to 
minimise the risk of catastrophic failure resulting in fatalities and/ or 
severe pollution to the environment. To ensure the most effective 
training with optimum involvement in participative exercises, there will 
be a limit of 14 on the number of students. 
 
IOSH members are entitled to include this module in their continuing 
professional development (CPD) records. 

 

 

SAMPLE PROGRAMME 
•  Session 1 

Legislation: background and a 
review of historical Major 
Accidents. 
Refresher: where to find 
SEVESO / COMAH Relevant 
information within SDS. 
Interactive discussions. 

•  Session 2 
Definition of the Inventory 
Calculating Rules.  
Exercise:  
Calculating SEVESO / 
COMAH thresholds via 2% 
Rule and Aggregation Rules as 
group exercise using 
attendee’s own examples. 

•  Session 3 
SEVESO / COMAH 
Regulations for Lower Tier 
Duty Holders with practical 
advice on how to comply – 
what the Competent 
Authority expects and 
relevant guidance. 

•  Session 4 
Outline of SEVESO / COMAH 
Regulations for Upper Tier 
Duty Holders 
Final Q & A Session 
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What You Will Learn 
The presentation is interspersed with exercises using a variety of 
resources to enable participants to gain confidence and ensure a good 
understanding of how to determine if your establishment is in scope 
of the legislation, and at what level.  
It then moves on to provide the knowledge necessary to comply with 
various duties that apply to lower tier establishments. 
 
The focus of this Module is on providing:  
• information on where to find relevant information in safety data 

sheets and how to use it   
• practical, proprietary Excel Templates to work out if in scope using 

your site inventory of dangerous substances 
• how to notify the Competent Authority if in scope 
• major accident scenarios and lessons to be learnt  
• practical advice on what to expect once your establishment has 

notified the Competent Authority  
• how to prepare for any follow up visits from regulators  
• template for developing your individual Major Accident Prevention 

Policy. 
 
The Module Includes The Following: 
An overview of the SEVESO Directive and UK COMAH Regulations 
concerning the Control of Major Accident Hazards  
• In-depth review of the SEVESO Directive and UK COMAH 

Regulations: 
o Step by step guidance on how to work out if your 

establishment is in scope and at what tier. 
o Variations in duties for lower and upper tier 

Establishments. 
• Process of notifying Regulators if you come into scope with a 

practical session for a fictional Establishment 
• Detailed explanation on how to comply with lower tier 

establishment duties, including preparing a Major Accident 
Prevention Policy 

• Overview of upper tier duties 
• Inspection regimes and fees  
 
Module Tutor 
This module will be presented by Shailesh Purohit. Shailesh is a 
Chartered Fellow of the Institution of Safety and Health (CFIOSH) and 
an experienced Chemical Technologist with degrees in Science, 
Chemical Engineering and an Environmental Diploma, with experience 
of interpreting and implementing SEVESO / COMAH legislation 
relating to dangerous substances. He has been responsible for 
compliance with SEVESO / COMAH of an International European 
Coatings Company and more recently for a major International Fuel 
Storage and Distribution Company as a Process Safety Engineer. He 
has been a DGSA for fifteen years in the transport of hazardous goods 
by road. He has been an active member of IOSH Hazardous Industry 
Group for several years and has representation on the UK National 
Process Safety Forum. 

 
 
 
Participants will need to bring copies of 
their dangerous substance Safety Data 
Sheets. Experience has shown that 
delegates may find hard copy easier to 
use for the exercises than pdfs. They will 
need to bring along calculators and / or 
Laptops (Excel Spreadsheet) to apply the 
various COMAH Aggregation Rules to 
determine if they are in scope.   
 

Reserving A Place 
You can reserve a place at this 
course, online by visiting Chemical 
Hazards Training, finding the next 
occurrence of the course and 
completing the on-line booking form. 
Courses are only available to CHCS 
Members. If you are not an existing 
member and would like to join, again, 
the process is simple and you can 
complete our online Membership 
Registration form at: Join Us. 
 
Our training online courses are £285 
(+VAT). 
 
Your Attention Is Drawn to These 
Conditions 
Delegates can be substituted at any time, 
subject to payment of membership fee if 
applicable. However, once booked, the full 
fee is payable. As this is a limited space 
training event refunds can only be made if 
CHCS is notified in advance and is able to 
successfully re-offer the place to another 
delegate. 
 
CHCS reserves the right to alter or cancel 
the programme due to circumstances 
beyond our control. If CHCS cancels, then 
refunds will be made. 
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